Classroom Management Plan

Mrs. Dahms & Ms. Sutton’s First Grade

In this classroom we use a management plan in which discipline is both proactive and reactive.  We work proactively at the beginning of the year, to establish classroom rules that all students understand and will allow for a safe and respectful learning environment.  The rules that we establish in the beginning of the year work well because of the focus on creating responsible citizens and a strong sense of community in our classroom. 

School Wide Goals: 

In order for students to successfully transition from learning in our classroom to other areas of the school, several school-wide policies have been put in place.  Students will practice routines for using restrooms, eating lunch, walking in the hallways, and playing outside in a safe way.  These expectations include:

·Students will play safely in all games and on all playground equipment.
·All students will be able to enjoy lunch in a calm and respectful atmosphere and leave the classroom/lunchroom cleaner than they found it.
·The restrooms at Vanceboro Farm Life Elementary will be clean and safe.
·The halls will be a safe and quiet environment where people interact with courtesy and respect.

Routines for Our Classroom:

When students enter the classroom in the morning they will unpack, make a lunch choice and independently read or complete an independent activity at their desk. Every morning, students begin their day with a meeting time. Learning objectives for the day are covered during morning meeting, as well as greetings, sharing time, and activities that allow classmates to build bonds that will strengthen our community.  We will also go over the schedule for the day at our morning meeting.  Having a posted daily schedule allows students to feel confident in their daily routine and in turn decreases anxiety. 

At the end of each day, students will have an opportunity to share what they have learned.  This feedback will be collected and reported to parents in our weekly newsletter.  After packing to go home for the day, students will be escorted to the gym by the teacher or teacher assistant if they are a car/van rider or to their buses.  

Transitions and Attention:



In order to move safely around our classroom, it will be important for students to quickly stop what they are doing and listen for directions when transitioning from one activity to another. We use several cues in the classroom to quickly gain student attention, including: a repetitive hand clap, an “eyes and ears” chant, “high five”, as well as other chants students will learn this year. All of these attention-getters will be practiced as a class in the first few weeks of school.



Classroom Rules/Expectations:


Student input is very important in establishing our classroom rules and we revisit these rules throughout the year. By allowing students to participate in creating our classroom expectations, students take ownership in their behavior. Many of the rules that students’ establish, fall into one of the five expectations that we have set for classroom management. These five guiding principles are as follows:


1.  Always do your best work.
2.  Follow directions immediately.
3.  Keep hands and feet to yourself.
4.  Be a good listener.
5.  Use a quiet voice in the classroom and hallways.

Consequence Strategies: 

Once our rules have been established, I follow “3 R’s," which are:

Reinforcement – Reinforcement is used to provide positive feedback and recognize students’ efforts.
Reminding – Reminding is used when students are beginning to get off task and need a gentle reminder of our classroom expectations.
Redirecting – Redirecting is used when a child needs to be stopped from continuing their current behavior and pointed in the right direction, as to follow classroom rules and ensure a safe learning environment for all students.

We expect students to follow rules that are set for them and to act in an appropriate and respectful way in the classroom.  When students do not follow set rules, we will allow students an opportunity to solve the problem on their own and think of solutions that can change their current behavior.  When necessary, Ms. Sutton or I will step in and assist the student in making the correct choice to adapt their behavior and maximize learning time. In our classroom we use a color coded clip chart. 

If the above guidelines are not followed, the following consequences will take place: 

1. First time: Verbal reminder/warning.

2.  Second time: The child loses the privilege of using the materials or participating in the class activity until he/she can demonstrate appropriate behavior. The student will also move their clip from green to yellow. The consequence is a silent lunch.
3. Third time:  The child is given the opportunity to regain self-control in a safe environment away from the group in the designated take a break space in the room.  Students may choose to go to the take-a-break area if they are becoming frustrated or the teacher may request a student go to the take-a-break space if they are interfering with the learning of other students.  The student may choose to rejoin the group when they feel they can follow the classroom rules. If the teacher requests the student to take a break they will move their clip from yellow to orange .The consequence is walking 5 laps on the black top at recess. 

4.  Fourth time:  If a student still has trouble following classroom expectations and continues to cause a disruption in the class, the teacher may ask the student to take-a-break in a buddy classroom across the hall.  The student will be allowed to rejoin the class after a period of 10-15 minutes. The student will then move their clip from orange to red. The consequence is the student will write an apology letter to which they have offended and will also reflect on their actions. A call home will be made to parents at the end of the day to discuss the student’s behavior.

5.  Fifth time:  If the child returns to class and continues to disrupt the learning environment, the student will be sent to the office to meet with the Principal and an Incident Form will be filed. The teacher will call the child’s family before sending them to the office for discipline.

***If necessary, teachers, parents and child will set up an individual discipline plan to address any challenges your child is dealing with in the classroom.

Rewards for Positive Behavior:

 
Each day is a new beginning.  When children are caught being good, there will be various individual and group rewards.  In our classroom, we use good tickets. When students are seen performing a positive behavior they will receive a ticket to write their name on and put in a jar. On Fridays we will have a Student of the Week drawing. Four names will be selected and those students may choose from the prize box. Students can also move their clip up during the day. Students could end the day on ‘Outstanding’ or ‘Excellent Choices’. Students who go above and beyond and are able to move their clip will be able to pick from the prize box at the end of the day and the student will receive a recognition award. At the beginning of the year we stress to students how important it is to be a good citizen and a good example to other students. When in the hallways we designate a student or students to be a “Mystery Walker.” Students are unaware as to whether they are the mystery walker, and in order to receive a reward they must follow hallway rules. 


At the front of the room we have a banner that spells “CHAMPIONS!” Each time the class receives a compliment from other teachers or faculty members, whether at specials or in the hallway, we add a letter to our banner. When we spell out the message, the class then votes for a group reward.  Examples of individual and group rewards and following classroom rules are as follows:


Individual Rewards
·Verbal praise  
·Sticker rewards will be given to the child
·Good tickets for weekly prize drawings
·Child may choose a special activity or game during a designated center time

Group Rewards
· A group game outside
· A special treat
· Free choice time (computers, puzzles, games, etc.) during designated center time
· A class party
We look forward to teaching your child this year. If you ever have any issues or concerns please do not hesitate to call, email, or send a note in your child’s homework folder. We are looking forward to working with your child this school year. There are so many possibilities we can accomplish…teachers, children, and parents alike. Please let me know if there is anything we can do for you or your family.

